Outcome following surgical removal of nonvisceral soft tissue sarcomas in cats: 42 cases (1992-2000).
To identify factors associated with outcome of cats with nonvisceral soft tissue sarcomas treated with surgery alone. Retrospective study. 42 cats. Medical records were reviewed for clinically relevant data, and histologic samples were examined. Follow-up information was obtained by means of physical examination or through telephone conversations with referring veterinarians and owners. The Kaplan-Meier method was used to construct survival curves. Median survival time was 608 days (range, 85 to 2,291 days), although 24 cats were still alive at the time of the study. Tumor size (ie, diameter) and histologic type were significantly associated with survival time. Median survival time was significantly longer in cats with tumors that were < 2 cm in diameter, compared with cats in which tumors were > 2 cm. Median survival times for cats with a fibrosarcoma or nerve sheath tumor were significantly longer than median time for cats with a malignant fibrous histiocytoma. Results suggest that tumor size and type are significantly associated with survival time in cats with nonvisceral soft tissue tumors.